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Relationship between results of the National Examination
for Pharmacists and trial test scores: towards effective ed-
ucational support for candidates of the six-year system

Akihiro Hiraki, Norihisa Yoshimura, Shinzo Hosoi

The Research Center for Pharmacy Education, Kyoto Pharmaceutical University

To help provide effective guidance and educational support to aspirants taking the National
Examination for Pharmacists, we analyzed the relationship between the results of the examination

*_6" grade students. As

and the increase in the percentage of correct answers in trial tests held from 4
a result, we observed that in the group of successful candidates, the average score of their trial tests
was always higher than that of the unsuccessful group of aspirants, who failed the examination, or
failed to graduate throughout those three years. In addition, the students having a high academic
achievement at the 4™ grade level obtained high marks in the trial tests conducted over a three-year
period from 4"-6" grade, and all students with more than 85 points of academic achievement cleared
the examination. Moreover, there was no difference in the trial test scores between the group of
students having less than 70 points of academic achievement, and the group of unsuccessful
candidates till spring of their 5™ grade, but the difference was seen at December in the 5" grade. From
these results, the following conclusions that there is a correlation between the trial test scores and the
results of the National Examination for Pharmacists, ordinary learning till 4" grade is crucial for
success in the examination, and an early start to learning is necessary for students with low academic

achievement till their 5™ grade at the latest, in order to succeed in the examination, may be drawn.
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